Module 1, Part A
Irish Archaeological and Heritage Websites

INTRODUCTION

Hello, and welcome to Module 1 &ish Heritage on the Webn this lecture, we will be
discussing the different websites and online resssiravailable in the preparation of
lessons on Irish archaeology and heritage.

The Internet can be a powerful resource tool feeaeching heritage and archaeology, if
one knows how to use it properly. As with most satsg, there are many valuable sources
online, and it is useful to become familiar withetbnes that contain well-researched
information. Bear in mind, there are no limits e tinternet, and no restrictions on who
may publish. Alongside reputable academic authmre, might find outdated theories or
strange and mistaken ideas about the past. Leathimglifference between reliable
websites and ones that may be less accurate anl usefritical. This lecture will point
you towards some very helpful resources, and hdgesthow what reliable websites
should be like.
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DATABASES

One of the most important sources of informatioarnchaeology comes from the practice
of excavation. This is when archaeologists litgrdly up the past. They acquire a license
to excavate, do a survey of the area, and thennbegispecialised process of
systematically digging up a site, and recordingrtliedings. Many people will be
familiar with this process, perhaps having seerexaravation on television, or having



heard about the findings of a group of archaeotsdgigyging a site in preparation for a
new building project or road. The reports of thegeavations are entered into a large
database, and fortunately, a lot of this infornratis available online, through the

Database of Irish Excavation Reports. This websdptains thousands of excavation
reports, and includes what monuments and artefemts found at a given site. Its search
function means it is easy to navigate, and resastsbe narrowed down by a number of
filters.

You can find the website at:
WWw.excavations.ie

The site allows users to search for the informati@y want, or just browse the database.
In the snapshot below, | have opened the dataleaselspage, and looked for all reports
from Co. Clare that contain the words ‘Bronze Age’.

excavations.ie

DATABASE OF IRISH EXCAVATION REPORTS

See below for Search Tips

Browse the Database Year @

County Clare 9‘

Guidelines for Authors Hita:No:
Contact Details Site Name
Site Type

Report Text Contains Gronze Age

Author

Grid Reference

Sites and Monuments Record No.

Excavation Licence No.




This search will give a list of results, as shovetol:

excavations.ie

DATABASE OF IRISH EXCAVATION REPORTS

Search Results:
Records 1 to 20 from 37
Browse the Database
1988:04. Gragan West

Bronze Age/Early Christian Settlement
1994.018. Knocknalappa

Late Bronze Age lakeside platform
2 1995:019. Mooghaun South
Cwrner Lzl Trivallate hillfort
1995:020. Parknabinnia

Habitation
1996:031. Knocknalappa

Bronze Age lake settlements
1996:033. Latoon South

Post-medieval enclosure and field systems
1997:020. DRUMCULLAUN

Post row
1998:053. CLARE 153, ROUGHAN HILL,
PARKNABINNIA

Court tomb
1999:035. BALLYCONNEELY

Middle/Late Bronze Age cemetery and ritual
site

Guidelines for Authors




If 1 click on the first result in the list, it wilgive me the report on that site, including
when the site was excavated, its excavation licamsmber, and who directed the
excavation:

excavations.ie

DATABASE OF IRISH EXCAVATION REPORTS

Clare

1988:04

Gragan West

Bronze Age/Early Christian Settlement

M200018

The site lies ¢.5 miles SSW of Ballyvaughn just below the
summit of Corkskrew hill. It was first noted by the
present landowner during clearance of hazel scrub in the
early 1980s. At that time the site consisted of a roughly
circular mound of material, 22.50m in diameter and
about Im in maximum height.

Search the Database

Guidelines for. Authors

Contact Details

Links

During subsequent development at the farm the western
half of the mound was levelled (and harrowed) and an
outbuilding erected in the SW sector. In addition a farm
track now bisects the site north/south and a modern
drystone wall runs through the southern half. In the
course of this work one valve of a two-part stone
axe-mould, part of a stone mortar and an iron pick were
recovered as well as an iron slag and animal bone. In
more recent years the erection of a shelter belt on the
south side of the modern drystone wall yielded a spindle
whorl and tracked stones.

This is an example of a very useful website, thah de used to research all
archaeological sites and monuments from a giveioghén time, and particularly, from a
local area.



EXERCISE

Take a minute from reading, and complete this éserc

Go tohttp://lwww.excavations.ie/

Find an excavation report from the medieval penogour own county

MUSEUM AND LIBRARY WEBSITES

Another resource that can be of great use is aunuseebsite. Irish counties and cities
often have museums, which house artefacts that doone the area. Some of these
museum websites have limited resources, and siwiddy basic information on their
collections and opening hours. Others, such asHilwet Museum, the Limerick City
Museum, or the Clare County Museum, offer spectaaasources for online research.

To take the Limerick City Museum website as an gdamwe find that it too has a

search function, and one can search the entireatmh, and view photographs and read
about artefacts.

http://www.limerick.ie/citymuseum/

You can search the collections under a number itdria, including keywords, time
period or object category. In this instance, | agaearched for all Bronze Age items in
the collection. | am presented with a list of oltgaa the museum that date to this
period:



Figure, female head, ceramic, red, hollow. Greek, from an Attic vase, probably C.6th BC

0000.0445 MName:Vase Category:Container Type:
image\00Mo0000445 . jpg

Spearhead. Bronze, socketed with lunate openings in the blade and peg-holes in the
socket. Late Bronze Age. River Shannon near Athlone, Co Westmeath. Re-discovered in

attic of City Library at Pery Sguare during re-roofing, 1984, Ref JRSAI 1875

0000.3547 MName:Spearhead Category:Weapon Type:
image\000Mo0003547 jpg

Axe, socketed bronze, Ballynanty, Limerick

1986.0150 MName:Axe, bronze Category:Tools and Equipment Type:
image\1986419860150.jpg

Axe, socketed bronze, miniature, Ballynanty, Limerick

1986.0151 Name:Axe, bronze Category:Tools and Equipment Type:
image' 198619860151 jpg

Clicking on the second item in the list, a bronpeahead, brings up this page, where |
can view the object, and learn a little more albbut



Spearhead

Object Category:Weapon

Spearhead. Bronze, socketed with lunate openings in the blade and peg-holes in the socket. Late Bronze Age.
River Shannon near Athlone, Co Westmeath. Re-discovered in attic of City Library at Pery Square during
re-roofing, 1984. Ref JRSAI 1875

Spearhead. Bronze, socketed with lunate openings in the blade and peg-holes in the socket. Late Bronze Age.
River Shannon near Athlone, Co Westmeath.

Date Other Info

Period: Bronze Age Inv.MNo.: 0000.3547
Early: -2000 Dynasty:

Late: -800 Maker:

Century:

Not all county museums are as useful, but manyigeoat least some basic information,
and contain relevant pictures. They will often afsovide a list of events, lectures and
open days, which are undoubtedly of use to teagilarsing to visit these museums, or
to interested students.



EXERCISE
Take a minute from reading, and complete this éserc
Go to the Clare Museum Website collections page:

http://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/claremuseum/prégéeollections.htm

Go to the Neolithic Collection in the list, and koat an image of a polished stone axe
head.

The Ask About Irelandsection of the ENFO website is a compilation ohsgndifferent
county library and museum websites.

http://www.askaboutireland.ie/libraries/

It searches and compiles, amongst other thingslottad history section of the libraries
throughout the country. The collection of readingm articles is greatly useful for doing
research.

Libraries A-Z Museums & Archives Other

(ALL

Cavan County Library
Clare County Library
Cark City Library

Cork County Library

Donegal Cultural Services
‘Welcome to Carlow County Library on the AskAboutireland website. Cardow County
Library has a rich collection of unigue material on many aspects of the County of
Carlow. You are invited to browse our "Architecture of County Carlow™ module available

Dublin City Public Libraries

Din Laoghaire-Rathdown County Library onling here.
Fingal County Library If you would like fo find out more, you can access the Carlow County Library website. If
you have ific enquiry, you can send an email to the local studies contact,

Galway County Library library@carowcoco.ie.

Kerry Library

See Cariow County Library Reading Room articles ))

Kildare County Library

It even has a particular section aimed at primahpsl children.



UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES

A further source type that is of great use is tlebsite of college archaeology or history
departments. These often contain articles and ressuhat are of use when researching
archaeology, history or heritage. Some, such abl@i@ School of Archaeology website,
have pages specifically aimed at schools:



Others provide many documents for download, whieim de of great use when
researching these subjects.

RESEARCH PROJECTS

Government backed research projects, such as theoWry Programme, are a good
source of information. Their website contains a hamof reports and documents
available for download.

http://www.discoveryprogramme.ie/

Another such group is the National Roads Authowty.part of their road building work
they carry out many archaeological excavations.irThebsite is full of valuable
information on recent excavations, and has acdesaitdl vivid content.



http://www.nra.ie/Archaeology/

They also publish a magazine, Seanda, which isladtai for download from their
website.

MAPS AND TEXTS

Some websites offer interactive maps, where youseanch for archaeological sites in a
given area. These are generally user friendly atditive, and can reveal a great deal
about what'’s in your area.

One such site is the national monuments map vielles. is a mapping tool that allows
users to explore the national archaeological momisnaf Ireland.



http://www.archaeoloqy.ie/smrmapviewer/mapviewaras

Simply clicking on the map will zoom on a given arend reveal the monuments.
Alternatively, you can use the search form on tgketr

Another, similar website, allows users to search rfeegalithic monuments in all of
Europe, including Ireland. This specific monumeyypet is typically prehistoric in age,
and comes in the form of large stone structuresh a8 tombs or standing stones.

http://www.megalithic.co.uk/sections.php?op=vieuwde&artid=13




Further mapping resources are discussed in gréetait in Section B of this module.

There are a number of valuable resources onlingherform of texts and manuscripts.
One example is the CELT project, an online datalvhssarly Irish texts in Irish, Latin
and English. Many of these come with full tranglati, and have useful bibliographies.

http://www.ucc.ie/celt/




The ISOS project is another website where one oan wld manuscripts on screen. It
can be found at:

http://www.isos.dias.ie/




The ORB is another useful website for medieval isgjdcontaining links to articles,
documents and sources. It has a section partigularl the non-specialist, containing
links and articles for the general reader:

http://www.the-orb.net/

A similar site is the Internet Medieval Sourceboakyaluable collection of medieval
texts:

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook.html




EXERCISE
Go to the CELT website:

http://www.ucc.ie/celt/

Use the search function, and try to find the shattgrisly tale entitled ‘The Death of Finn
Mac Cumbhail.’

Notice the bibliography supplied above the textefEhare many versions and discussions
on this theme, some of which can be found in lecal county libraries, should you wish
to do further research, or look for similar tales.

GENERAL WEBSITES — HOW TO ASSESS THEM

Of course, apart from these very specific websiteste are any number of others that
contain information on archaeology and history. Hdees one tell which are reliable,
and which might contain misleading information? Onmgortant marker of a reliable
website is references. If the author of a websitevides his or her sources of
information, in the form of footnotes, endnotesaobibliography, their information is
more likely to be reliable than someone who justtpdhe information without context.
This being said, the books, journals and otherasuthe author cites should be fairly
reliable in and of themselves. A book by a uniugrprofessor or a professional historian
is less likely to contain misinformation than trhlseoks or historical novels!

Take the following website as an example:

http://www.iol.ie/~sec/sites.htm

There’s nothing to suggest that this website iso@aged with any university, or
government research institute. How can we tehd information is going to be reliable?
If you scan down to the bottom of the page, yod fald a bibliography. It is obvious
that the author has done research in this topidhedshe is willing to show his/her
sources.



The sources seem to be reliable, so it is moréylitket the information in the website is
reliable too.

EXERCISE

Here are two general websites that contain infaonabn aspects of Neolithic (New
Stone Age) Ireland.

www.wesleyjohnston.com/users/ireland/past/pre narrhestory/neolithic age.html

and

http://www.iol.ie/~plugin/stonecal.htm

Based on the above information, which website do tyink has the more trustworthy
information?

Remember, Wikipediaan be a tempting shortcut when looking for infation on a
given topic, but at the end of the day it is nata}s reliable. It represents the common
consensus on a subject, and does not always réikechost scholarly or most up-to-date
research. Articles can be useful, however, theyigeoa bibliography you can use for
your own research, or if they have links to primaogrces. Use with caution, or avoid
altogether if better sources can be found.




MISCELLANEOUS LINKS AND FURTHER SITES OF INTEREST

Youtube contains some videos that can be of assesta teaching. It can be difficult to
separate the useful from the misleading. Here wmwedsite cataloguing some Irish
archaeological videos on Youtube.

http://www.xs4all.nl/~tbreen/youtube.html

The National Archives of Ireland contain a sect@ngenealogy, which allows users to
search for census returns from 1911. At the montestlimited to only a few counties,
but over the coming months all the counties ofainel will be added. This is of particular
interest when researching family histories.

http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/search/

Finally, an author named Thaddeus Breen has cothpgilgast collection of sites with

particular relevance to Irish Heritage, Archaeolagy History. This invaluable resource
gives a brief explanation of each website, andnodtessessment its potential usefulness.

Irish Archaeology on the Internet:

http://www.xs4all.nl/~tbreen/links.html




The local interest section is so vast that it hHasown separate webpage, divided up
according to county:

http://www.xs4all.nl/~tbreen/topographical.html

It is clear from the above sites that the Intercah be of great assistance, if used
correctly. Hopefully the above resources will hgtu to find information that is reliable
and easily accessible. Try to avoid sites thatuareferenced, or unconnected to centres
of learning. Good luck with your research, andenfn.



