Module 1, Part A
Irish Archaeological and Heritage Websites
INTRODUCTION
Hello, and welcome to Module 1 of Irish Heritage on the Web. In this lecture, we will be
discussing the different websites and online resources available in the preparation of
lessons on Irish archaeology and heritage.
The Internet can be a powerful resource tool for researching heritage and archaeology, if
one knows how to use it properly. As with most subjects, there are many valuable sources
online, and it is useful to become familiar with the ones that contain well-researched
information. Bear in mind, there are no limits to the Internet, and no restrictions on who
may publish. Alongside reputable academic authors, one might find outdated theories or
strange and mistaken ideas about the past. Learning the difference between reliable
websites and ones that may be less accurate or useful is critical. This lecture will point
you towards some very helpful resources, and hopefully show what reliable websites
should be like.
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DATABASES
One of the most important sources of information in archaeology comes from the practice
of excavation. This is when archaeologists literally dig up the past. They acquire a license
to excavate, do a survey of the area, and then begin a specialised process of
systematically digging up a site, and recording their findings. Many people will be
familiar with this process, perhaps having seen an excavation on television, or having

heard about the findings of a group of archaeologists digging a site in preparation for a
new building project or road. The reports of these excavations are entered into a large
database, and fortunately, a lot of this information is available online, through the
Database of Irish Excavation Reports. This website contains thousands of excavation
reports, and includes what monuments and artefacts were found at a given site. Its search
function means it is easy to navigate, and results can be narrowed down by a number of
filters.

You can find the website at:
www.excavations.ie

The site allows users to search for the information they want, or just browse the database.
In the snapshot below, I have opened the database search page, and looked for all reports
from Co. Clare that contain the words ‘Bronze Age’.

This search will give a list of results, as shown below:

If I click on the first result in the list, it will give me the report on that site, including
when the site was excavated, its excavation license number, and who directed the
excavation:

This is an example of a very useful website, that can be used to research all
archaeological sites and monuments from a given period in time, and particularly, from a
local area.

EXERCISE
Take a minute from reading, and complete this exercise.

Go to http://www.excavations.ie/

Find an excavation report from the medieval period in your own county

MUSEUM AND LIBRARY WEBSITES
Another resource that can be of great use is a museum website. Irish counties and cities
often have museums, which house artefacts that come from the area. Some of these
museum websites have limited resources, and simply offer basic information on their
collections and opening hours. Others, such as the Hunt Museum, the Limerick City
Museum, or the Clare County Museum, offer spectacular resources for online research.
To take the Limerick City Museum website as an example, we find that it too has a
search function, and one can search the entire collection, and view photographs and read
about artefacts.

http://www.limerick.ie/citymuseum/

You can search the collections under a number of criteria, including keywords, time
period or object category. In this instance, I again searched for all Bronze Age items in
the collection. I am presented with a list of objects in the museum that date to this
period:

Clicking on the second item in the list, a bronze spearhead, brings up this page, where I
can view the object, and learn a little more about it:

Not all county museums are as useful, but many provide at least some basic information,
and contain relevant pictures. They will often also provide a list of events, lectures and
open days, which are undoubtedly of use to teachers planning to visit these museums, or
to interested students.

EXERCISE
Take a minute from reading, and complete this exercise.
Go to the Clare Museum Website collections page:
http://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/claremuseum/projects/collections.htm
Go to the Neolithic Collection in the list, and look at an image of a polished stone axe
head.

The Ask About Ireland section of the ENFO website is a compilation of many different
county library and museum websites.
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/libraries/
It searches and compiles, amongst other things, the local history section of the libraries
throughout the country. The collection of reading room articles is greatly useful for doing
research.

It even has a particular section aimed at primary school children.

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES
A further source type that is of great use is the website of college archaeology or history
departments. These often contain articles and resources that are of use when researching
archaeology, history or heritage. Some, such as the UCD School of Archaeology website,
have pages specifically aimed at schools:

Others provide many documents for download, which can be of great use when
researching these subjects.

RESEARCH PROJECTS
Government backed research projects, such as the Discovery Programme, are a good
source of information. Their website contains a number of reports and documents
available for download.
http://www.discoveryprogramme.ie/
Another such group is the National Roads Authority. As part of their road building work
they carry out many archaeological excavations. Their website is full of valuable
information on recent excavations, and has accessible and vivid content.

http://www.nra.ie/Archaeology/
They also publish a magazine, Seanda, which is available for download from their
website.

MAPS AND TEXTS
Some websites offer interactive maps, where you can search for archaeological sites in a
given area. These are generally user friendly and intuitive, and can reveal a great deal
about what’s in your area.
One such site is the national monuments map viewer. This is a mapping tool that allows
users to explore the national archaeological monuments of Ireland.

http://www.archaeology.ie/smrmapviewer/mapviewer.aspx

Simply clicking on the map will zoom on a given area, and reveal the monuments.
Alternatively, you can use the search form on the right.

Another, similar website, allows users to search for megalithic monuments in all of
Europe, including Ireland. This specific monument type is typically prehistoric in age,
and comes in the form of large stone structures, such as tombs or standing stones.
http://www.megalithic.co.uk/sections.php?op=viewarticle&artid=13

Further mapping resources are discussed in greater detail in Section B of this module.

There are a number of valuable resources online, in the form of texts and manuscripts.
One example is the CELT project, an online database of early Irish texts in Irish, Latin
and English. Many of these come with full translations, and have useful bibliographies.
http://www.ucc.ie/celt/

The ISOS project is another website where one can view old manuscripts on screen. It
can be found at:
http://www.isos.dias.ie/

The ORB is another useful website for medieval studies, containing links to articles,
documents and sources. It has a section particularly for the non-specialist, containing
links and articles for the general reader:
http://www.the-orb.net/

A similar site is the Internet Medieval Sourcebook, a valuable collection of medieval
texts:
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook.html

EXERCISE
Go to the CELT website:
http://www.ucc.ie/celt/
Use the search function, and try to find the short but grisly tale entitled ‘The Death of Finn
Mac Cumhail.’
Notice the bibliography supplied above the text. There are many versions and discussions
on this theme, some of which can be found in local and county libraries, should you wish
to do further research, or look for similar tales.

GENERAL WEBSITES – HOW TO ASSESS THEM
Of course, apart from these very specific websites, there are any number of others that
contain information on archaeology and history. How does one tell which are reliable,
and which might contain misleading information? One important marker of a reliable
website is references. If the author of a website provides his or her sources of
information, in the form of footnotes, endnotes or a bibliography, their information is
more likely to be reliable than someone who just posts the information without context.
This being said, the books, journals and other sources the author cites should be fairly
reliable in and of themselves. A book by a university professor or a professional historian
is less likely to contain misinformation than travel books or historical novels!
Take the following website as an example:
http://www.iol.ie/~sec/sites.htm

There’s nothing to suggest that this website is associated with any university, or
government research institute. How can we tell if the information is going to be reliable?
If you scan down to the bottom of the page, you will find a bibliography. It is obvious
that the author has done research in this topic, as he/she is willing to show his/her
sources.

The sources seem to be reliable, so it is more likely that the information in the website is
reliable too.

EXERCISE
Here are two general websites that contain information on aspects of Neolithic (New
Stone Age) Ireland.
www.wesleyjohnston.com/users/ireland/past/pre_norman_history/neolithic_age.html
and
http://www.iol.ie/~plugin/stonecal.htm
Based on the above information, which website do you think has the more trustworthy
information?

Remember, Wikipedia can be a tempting shortcut when looking for information on a
given topic, but at the end of the day it is not always reliable. It represents the common
consensus on a subject, and does not always reflect the most scholarly or most up-to-date
research. Articles can be useful, however, they provide a bibliography you can use for
your own research, or if they have links to primary sources. Use with caution, or avoid
altogether if better sources can be found.

MISCELLANEOUS LINKS AND FURTHER SITES OF INTEREST

Youtube contains some videos that can be of assistance in teaching. It can be difficult to
separate the useful from the misleading. Here is a website cataloguing some Irish
archaeological videos on Youtube.
http://www.xs4all.nl/~tbreen/youtube.html

The National Archives of Ireland contain a section on genealogy, which allows users to
search for census returns from 1911. At the moment it is limited to only a few counties,
but over the coming months all the counties of Ireland will be added. This is of particular
interest when researching family histories.
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/search/

Finally, an author named Thaddeus Breen has compiled a vast collection of sites with
particular relevance to Irish Heritage, Archaeology and History. This invaluable resource
gives a brief explanation of each website, and often assessment its potential usefulness.
Irish Archaeology on the Internet:
http://www.xs4all.nl/~tbreen/links.html

The local interest section is so vast that it has its own separate webpage, divided up
according to county:
http://www.xs4all.nl/~tbreen/topographical.html

It is clear from the above sites that the Internet can be of great assistance, if used
correctly. Hopefully the above resources will help you to find information that is reliable
and easily accessible. Try to avoid sites that are unreferenced, or unconnected to centres
of learning. Good luck with your research, and have fun.

